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MAIL STOP: AMENDMENT 

SIR: 

This is in response to the outstanding office communication dated May 28, 2008. 
Applicant respectfully requests that any insufficient fees be deducted from our deposit account 
504581. 

Applicant acknowledges a telephone interview was held with the Examiner on May 14, 
2008 which is summarized in the Interview Summary dated May 28, 2008. The Examiner 
suggested that applicant combine claims 1 and 8. However, applicant does not believe this is 
warranted in view of the amendment filed by applicant on April 10, 2008. 

In the amendment filed on April 10, 2008, claim 1 was amended to identify that the units 

of the hydrophobic blocks (B) are in a random sequence. As pointed out in the remarks 
although the cited Cha reference discloses a hydrophobic (A) copolymer block, it does not teach 
or suggest a hydrophobic block comprising active hydrogen-containing functional groups and 
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does not teach or suggest units of a hydrophobic blocl< having a random sequence of functional 
groups contained in the unit. 

To the contrary, the functional groups of the hydrophobic block in Cha are poly(a- 
hydroxy acids) which include malic acid or poly(ethylene carbonates) the sequence of which is 
homologous and not random. 

Accordingly there is no basis for applicant to combine claim 8 with claim 1 based on the 
current cited prior references, and applicant believes that the case is clearly in condition for 
allowance based on the current amended claim 1 . 

Reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-15 is respectfully solicited, 
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